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Attachment 1

BACKGROUND REPORT

The National Park Service is required to periodically update, usually every 20 years, its
General Management Plan (GMP). Mr. Russell L. Smith, Superintendent of the
Fredericksburg and Spotsylvania National Military Park, will brief the Board on progress to
date in creating this planning document. All major decisions regarding the Park’s
preservation, use, and development evolve within this planning document. The last GMP for
the Park was approved in 1986.

As Superintendent of the Fredericksburg and Spotsylvania National Military Park, Mr. Smith
is making similar presentations to governing bodies throughout the region. Park staff is
approximately six months into this three-year process. The process will eventually seek
comments and guidance on many issues including land protection, facility development, and
recreation pressures. Once complete, the document is submitted for approval to the U.S.
Secretary of Interior, and when approved becomes the guiding document for the Park.

Superintendent Smith will also be sharing a recently produced video on Chatham’s history
with the Board.



